THE PAPER   WAR.                              175,
August gtli Charles proclaimed Essex and his officers traitors, but offered a free pardon to all who would within the week throw dowrn their arms. Colonel George Goring, who had betrayed the King in the Army plot one year ago, noxv betrayed the Parliament, and held Portsmouth in the King's name. In Warwickshire the Earl of Northampton took some guns that were sent by the Parliament for the defence of Warwick Castle. The Earl of Hertford had organised an enthusiastic band of Royalists in Somerset. On August I2th the King issued a proclamation inviting his loyal subjects to rally round the royal standard, which was shortly to be set up. On the i8th the Parliament denounced as traitors all who gave assistance to the King. On the 2Oth the King appeared before the walls of Coventry and demanded that: the gates be opened. A sally followed, and some of his followers were killed.1
On the 22cl the King arrived at Nottingham, accompanied by his two sons and his nephew, Prince Rupert, together with a proper retinue. The royal standard was presently brought from the castle and firmly erected, and its silken folds we're defiantly flung to the breeze, while a blare of trumpets from the heralds proclaimed that the Cavil War had begun. An inauspicious wind blew down the standard the: same night.
Prince Rupert, a heroic and splendid figure, now comes upon our story, and simultaneously with his advent into England are heard the loud alarums of war.
" This Prince," says an extravagant; biographer,9 " began to be illustrious many ages before his birth, and we must look back into history above two thousand years, to discover the first rays of his glory/* His father was Frederick, Prince Palatine of the Rhine and King of Bohemia, and his mother was Elizabeth Stuart, the beautiful sister of Charles L, called the Pearl of Britain, and beloved by one-half of Europe for her sweetness
1 Gardiner, vol. x., p. 2icB. This seems tu have been the lirM. bloodshed in the war, although a man had been injured in a fray at Manchester on the 15111 awl afterwards died.
a Author's name unknown; MS, Lansdoxvn 094, vol. xxiv. ; Wnrlwrlon'sj Prince Rupert and the CtwtilierS) London, 1^49, three volumes, vol. i., p. 441.